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The Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil Outstanding Achievement Award is given out 

annually to a graduate of NTC who has demonstrated academic excellence, 

contributed to the building up of the College and Seminary community, and 

demonstrated outstanding commitment to their faith in service to the wider 

community. This year’s recipient has demonstrated proficiency in all three areas.  

 

Today’s recipient of the Joseph MacNeil Award began her relationship with 

Newman in 1992, was admitted to a program in 1996 and has since been taking 

one or two courses at a time, whilst also holding down a full time job.  Today she 

graduates from her program with distinction demonstrating the academic 

excellence that she was able to maintain over all those years.  

 

Even though our recipient has never been a full time student on campus, she has 

managed to contribute a great deal to the College community. She has helped with 

the convocation choir, spearheaded and taught in the EXCEL program, assisted 

with weekday liturgies at NTC for cohorts of teachers, often organizing the music 

for those liturgical celebrations. She has helped organize teacher development 



days held on campus, recruited faculty for her school board training events and 

generally promoted links between the College and local religious education circles.  

  

The Rector of the seminary noted that our recipient has also contributed to the 

building up of the seminary community by “helping with music for some 

ordinations in Edmonton and helping seminarians prepare for involvement with 

the Catholic Schools.  She also provided the seminary with feedback from teachers 

as to how priests can be involved with the schools.” 

 

Our recipient is widely known for her outstanding commitment to her faith and 

service to the wider community. The Catholic community has greatly appreciated 

her years of faithful service in leading the choir for many years at St. Joseph’s 

Basilica. She also co-ordinating parish youth ministry and sat on her parish council.  

On a diocesan level she served as an employee of the Edmonton Archdiocesan 

Youth Commission and helped coordinate youth retreats within the Archdiocese. 

She had an important role to play in the success of the recent evangelization 

program, Nothing More Beautiful, offered through St. Joseph’s Basilica and 

televised nationally through Salt & Light television. The Christian community has 

revelled in the beauty of her leadership and her voice as a leader of 

interdenominational Taize Prayer Services and she is currently working behind the 



scenes to organize a trip for young adults to the Taize monastery in France.  

Teachers and students in various Catholic school systems have benefited for 

twenty five years from our recipient’s deep faith which she demonstrates in her 

service in the schools, specifically in her work as the Religious Education 

Coordinator for Evergreen Catholic School Division. Our recipient has been 

involved in teacher instruction, retreat leadership and faith formation programing.  

 

For exhibiting qualities of excellence, faith and service to the NTC and St. Joseph’s 

Seminary communities, the Catholic and ecumenical church communities, and in 

the religious education of Catholic teachers it is with great pleasure that we 

announce this year’s recipient of the Archbishop Joseph N. MacNeil Outstanding 

Achievement Award, Karen Koester. 

 
 


